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Kevin Burke & Cal Scott in Concert 
With Ken Kolodner & Jim Eagan 

 
Performer Bios 

Kevin Burke is a world-renowned Irish fiddle master, playing the beautifully fluid, highly ornamented style of 
County Sligo. Kevin has been a mainstay of several seminal Irish supergroups, from The Bothy Band to the all-
star Irish group Patrick Street, and has toured and recorded with countless artists including Kate Bush, Arlo 
Guthrie, Paul Brady, Christy Moore, Michael O Domhnaill, and the Celtic Fiddle Festival. Born in London to 
Sligo parents, Kevin moved to Ireland in the 1970s. Now a resident of Portland, Oregon, Kevin was awarded 
the National Heritage Award in 2002, America's highest honor in the traditional arts.  

Multi-instrumentalist Cal Scott has been playing a variety of music for years, everything from folk to jazz, on 
bass, brass and guitar, to name a few.  He has honed that musicianship into a career as a composer, arranger and 
producer.  Cal is a composer with extensive film and television scores to his credit.  In 2006, his film score for 
Scotland’s Lighthouses was recognized by the Just Plain Folks Music Awards with 4th place in the Celtic 
Album of the Year and 5th place in the Celtic Song of the Year.  Cal brings a seasoned and complementary 
aesthetic to his guitar accompaniment, and frequently sings his own songs when performing with Burke. 

Kevin Burke and Cal Scott met each other when Cal brought Kevin in as a consultant on a documentary about 
Northern Ireland.  This musical collaboration led to their working on their recording Across the Black River, 
which The Irish Times says “. . . is a master class in eclectic musicianship, coloured by a restraint born of 
experience and fluidity that surely owes much to their comfort in one another’s company.”  They have teamed 
up again for “The Irish Session Suite,” a new work consisting of ten traditional tunes arranged in four 
movements.  Kevin’s fiddle leads the traditional tunes through Cal’s beautifully scored arrangements played by 
some of the Northwest’s finest musicians.  The new CD will be available in March. 

 

Ken Kolodner is widely recognized as one of the most influential hammered dulcimer players in the United 
States and a highly respected old-time fiddler.  He is known for an expressive and improvisational style and for 
creative ensemble playing.  His extensive repertoire ranges from traditional music of Ireland, Quebec and 
Applachia to music from over 20 countries.  With Baltimore as his home base, Ken has toured extensively 
throughout North America and Europe for over 25 years with Helicon (with Chris Norman and Robin Bullock),  
Greenfire (with Laura Risk), his son Bradley, and in solo performance.  He has numerous recordings and 
national broadcasts to his credit, including the best-selling “Walking Stones” and as a featured solo performer 
on an Emmy-nominated CBS-TV Christmas special.  He is a highly sought after instructor at festivals and 
workshops, and has produced several clear and insightful books and instructional recordings (including a soon-
to-be-released book/CD on old time fiddling for Mel Bay). Ken holds a PhD in public health from Johns 
Hopkins and still actively works as a part-time epidemiologist (with over 70 publications). 

Jim Eagan, a life-long resident of Baltimore, grew up as a regular at J. Patrick’s.  He fondly recalls being 
enchanted by the violin at a very young age.  Exposure to Irish music from his parents and from step dancing 
was instrumental in developing his desire and ability to play traditional fiddle.  As a student of Brendan 
Mulvihill, Jim eventually found himself fascinated with the music of Ed Reavy, which led to his recording At 
Reavy’s House.  Jamie O’Brien, The Irish Edition, refers the CD as a perfect match of the dynamic 
compositions of Ed Reavy and the exciting playing of Jim Eagan, where “. . .his fingers dance across the neck 
while his right hand gently holds the bow, allowing it to go where it needs, always creating the right effects.  
The maturity in his playing belies his age.”  Jim has played with Mick Moloney in The Greenfields of America, 
performed with the Chieftains, and spent several years as a member of the John Whelan Band and O’Malley’s 
March (led by Governor Martin O’Malley).  Jim is in high demand as a workshop instructor and session leader.



J. Patrick’s All-Stars and the Baltimore Folk Music Society present Kevin Burke (fiddle) and Cal Scott 
(guitar & vocal) for an evening of traditional Irish music Friday, March 19, 2010, 7:30 p.m., at Stony Run 
Friends Meeting House, 5116 N Charles Street, Baltimore, MD  21210.  Local favorites Ken Kolodner and Jim 
Eagan will open the show.  Suggested donation of $22 advance, $25 at the door, with a $2 discount for BFMS 
members ($15 for children under 15).  Contact 410-598-9094 for information or purchase tickets on-line at 
www.JPatricksAllStars.com. 

 

 

 

 


